
MINUTES 
AS APPROVED JUNE 1, 2005 

 
NEIGHBORHOOD ENHANCEMENT COMMISSION 

 
REGULAR MEETING 

Wednesday, May 4, 2005 – 5:30 P.M. 
3rd Floor, One Civic Center 

 
 

PRESENT:   Chairman John Shultz 
    Vice Chair Patty Badenoch 
    Commissioner Lisa Haskell 
    Commissioner Dick Kiesell (arrived at 5:45  p.m.) 
    Commissioner Christine Schild 
 
ABSENT:     Commissioner Horwitz (excused) 
    Commissioner Pompe (excused) 
    
STAFF PRESENT:  Raun Keagy, Joanie Mead 
 
GUESTS:   Doreen Song 
    Decima Sever 
    Weldon Johnson, Arizona Republic  
 
CALL TO ORDER/ROLL CALL
 
A regular meeting of the Neighborhood Enhancement Commission was called to order at 
5:35 p.m. and members were present as stated above. 
 
APPROVAL OF MARCH 2, 2005 MEETING MINUTES
 
COMMISSIONER SCHILD MOVED THAT THE MINUTES BE APPROVED.  
VICE CHAIRMAN BADENOCH SECONDED THE MOTION.  MOTION 
CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.   
 
UPDATE AND DISCUSSION REGARDING THE CROSSCUT MULTI-USE 
PATH CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
 
Doreen Song, Project Manager, Capital Project Management, addressed the Commission 
regarding the progress of the project.  The goal of the project, which is part of the Papago 
Trail, is to connect neighborhoods and businesses from Thomas and 64th Street to the 
Scottsdale border south of McDowell Road.  Improvement of the McDowell Road 
underpass is an important part of the project.  Plans are in place to improve visibility, 
lighting, and landscaping, provide more shade and beautify the surroundings.  Ms. Song 
mentioned several challenges the project faces, including overhead power lines, grade 
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differences, and the need to discourage people from throwing trash into the canal.  The 
west side of the canal will be left unimproved but two access ramps are planned for 
people preferring to use the unimproved side. 
 
PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION REGARDING NEIGHBORHOOD 
IMPROVEMENT PLANS 
 
Decima Sever, Citizen Liaison, Citizen & Neighborhood Resources, addressed the 
Commission on revitalization issues.   The program is targeted to improve safety, 
aesthetics and build a sense of community in older single-family home neighborhoods.  
The program is neighborhood driven and it is hoped that a secondary benefit will be to 
encourage neighborhoods to become engaged.  Neighborhood involvement, support and 
communication is an important criteria when applications are reviewed.  The first round 
of applications were reviewed on April 1st.  The two applications which had been 
received were both accepted.  The next deadline for applications is May 27th for review 
early in June.  Ms. Sever indicated that there is a lot of interest in the program within the 
community, although so far only a modest number of applications have been submitted.  
The department is doing outreach to publicize this new initiative. 
 
STAFF AND COMMISSION UPDATES
 
Joanie Mead reported that Friday, May 6 is the deadline for HOA applications.  To date, 
four applications have been received.  Before the Commission’s next meeting, members 
will receive copies of the applications for review.  Chairman Shultz advised the 
Commission that funding is available to cover the HOA applications. 
 
An updated roster of Commission information was distributed. 
 
Commissioner Schild mentioned that the dedication ceremony at Tonalea Elementary 
School will take place on Friday, May 6.  Commissioners were impressed with the hard 
work and dedication that had been put into this project.   
 
Mr. Kaegy thanked Commissioners for returning the survey which would enable staff to 
be more responsive to their needs.  Staff had also run focus groups with Neighborhood 
Watch captains to get their input.  The department has three new positions in the budget 
for 2005-2006.  Two are code inspector positions, and the other is the conversion of an 
existing contract position to a full-time position.   
 
Vice Chair Badenoch reported that she had been on a ride-along on April 26 to look at 
some of the front yard parking issues and wondered whether 15 code inspectors is 
sufficient.  Chairman Shultz replied that Mesa has 14 code officers for a population of 
450,000.   
 
Mr. Kaegy advised that the department has been aggressively addressing on-street 
parking problems recently, using educational flyers as a first notice to offending vehicles, 
followed by citations if warranted.  This is a city-wide initiative. 
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NEXT MEETING DATE AND FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS
 
The next meeting date will be June 1, 2005 at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Kiesell suggested that the Commission’s summer meeting schedule be 
addressed at the next meeting. 
 
ADJOURNMENT
 
With no further business to discuss, the meeting adjourned at 6:32 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Ruth Bahri, 
A-V Tronics, Inc. 
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